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The meeting too place Nov.. 9 1 .3.94 in h international house:o ;': Umbia University -,
.	 :'''•

	

at 5:30 1?..	 The meeting Was arranged the ne day on-the telephone‘. At 4 5430 the

subSect was,'weiting for me in the 1by, he igod m n as a guest and :we went:Anto the
,..

living ;roe* of the I house. There we sat . ,ifourn and I started to ask 'him about', the excbang
.., 	 a	 .

, program. _
. t; asked the subject if he applied to	 a: exObenge student or was he selected by his..	 ..	 ,.	 .,

, 	 too O;:to school in the U,S,;";.N.:: said th, at he appl.ied to study in the U.S. and .,,

:Wes:;':grant'ed perniission , bY :the .Araericiin and .S) at govt. Be said that as a ,student of.	 .	 . ,..	 .
eeonOm7.he,3, 	 very. ,fortunate to at .p• I . asked him how :tie ..would compare
‘bia Uaiverstty to :Erevan C hia home ::..'423-1.var	 -.He sal 'd that Coltmibia is a mitCh bigger str

-schoo1 and that is a. big ex.periance' to Otliciq here I asked him what be totight	 the U.S.,	 a	 ,.

N. said that ho : has been here only two raciiitia,s and cannot make up his '-mind about the county

Yet. Be"Seid : that . there are godd and bad points' but that after six : months he will be able .

to tell me more of his impressions - of .America. 1 . askad him if he waped to bring his

.	 .	 .
but he added: that :Elia chi.lciren are 	 small to see the difference in, , , 	ca and that : it

1	
.	 .	 ,	 .	 ,	 1

i	 do them no, good to 'show them America,

aa'ec3. him about -the .food in America and hOw . it . compares to the -USSR- he said that

the fo-oi in America 2, very .goa-d but the prices are very high. I Eisied him about
;

living quarters in the U.S: 'and if he had seen any. He said that he was invited to the
'	

.
homes of	 faiulies living in the state and said that . their apartments; are riot

very• low

. and that th.2ere is a problem of ho41.ng;Onl because all the people want , en apartment

for free. Be said teat : if 'they were to resort, to American methods itoiila not solve the

3. I a,skod. him about his ambition afte he 'leaves the V.S. what he plano . to do in the

US#. He said that he plane to teach : in E.revan' Uni/crersity., right now he is a aspirant

he will try to become a candidate: I asked him about his courses of study 49 said that

he is studying American labor unions, and the,

:out text books he said that ' thpy cost. og

he , country, ho	 that he' had .-.nevjar	 ht of it: •

relations of labor, to =De crement I asked ab i-

ioI poney and he cannot ffordto 3ixy ao many

It

exceotional and that the rent as to much fle said that in the USSR the rem4 .
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-,ty and that it remindg'hin Very ml. ,.ch of Erevan.

Khruschevs leadership and said that

he wants4 I asked him how - much monoy herecievaS a ifianWIVOn the govt„ he ,,eid 170..:i

:I asked him.N this was.anoUgh	 snid not at all, in the /USSR :the students reCieve 110 rbl.'.

per:month:and that this was very g:).0d:and.lasted them for all their books and'ether e:goen,--	 ,.

that books in th e USSR 'cost much less than in the U.S. and that after a

school -year a studen:: returning hgtme . from the USSR can bring back a library. I sa i d that

in the'U.S. a -3erson can buy good used books or very good paperbacks. very cheap . He

asked me -what I plan to do whenI finish college I said that I plan to teach Soviet hi to

is one of ny amibitions and that some day I want to study in Kiev. 11. said that Kiev is

a very 17),74_ful

4. I asko in what he tought .. of theahangedin_th :Govt..of the USSR he said that the

chan:es were:for , the. better,.and.he be1iove0hat the new govt. mill . work for peace. I

asked'hin;W Khru obey was deposed of power. 11. said th-at because of his internal pol-

ices, 1. .askéd him to elaborate on this statement, he said that his handling of the

.agricUltural and industrial problems were not what : they were supposed to be. rasked him

about the,attaok On Khruschev in Pravda, he Said that this was trUe„ KhruSchaVrtocik on too,

many problems with out beirg capable to handle-a then. I asked 11,.. about •the nlace of K.

in the hi-story of the USSR, I said that in my readings on Soviey History Khruschev was

credited with the liberation of Kiev from the Germans, I sai-d that in the latest issues

of Sovi:-,t Ukrainian nowsnapers where there was a celebration of the liberation of 'Ukraine

from Goma
nv Khruschevs nano was not even mentioned. I asked him for an explaination. He

said that this was one of th-e mistakes of Khruschev.	 sa$d that K. was not really

but that he twisted history around.,I asked him

if this was a fo rm of a personality cult od KhrUSchev. he was very vauge on he answer,

al-ld said that Khruschev could not be , compared cto, ptalin. I asked him if there, was any

o that the same thing would ' hot - happen again during th?e-regir.e of azilev

KosiL.ino n. said that this was impossible because with Leninist collective leadershiP

the fornatienof'.a perso n ality cult is impossible. I asked him about the,bee.nning of

.responsible for the litberation of Kiev',

Vas aLse an attempt to install collective,	 =	 '

said that I have to visit the USSR and see the country first hand. I said that tht
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0-...	 uf.tat ar,ter;a • -feV, yearS this failed and,. KhrUschav deposed Hu

ganin and took all the power in his .own.:'hands. 14. said that th-is time there was an

anti-partY group in the leadership that wanted to use Stalinist methods in goydrning

the USSR. I asked him what happened to them, M. sai d ,,,that they are alive, and living,	 .

better than I am right now. , I asked him about the whereabouts of Khruschev .now and he

said that he does not knOw.

5. I asked him about the role o the Russian people in the USSR, and what the terra6
-

Soviet Peop)ve meant, and is it identical with :Russian. He said that it is not identical
r,

at all, the Soviet Union is formed of 14 brother republics each one equal to the other.

I told	 that some of my friends were in Kiev this past summer and said thAt the pre-

were ii Ging. I told him that my friends had no reason to lie, they wanted to see and

hear people speak Ukrainian and were dissaPOinted. M. di...d. not answer to this He said

that right nowin the USSR the leader of the party is a Ukrainian, and that most o the

members of thee presidium were Ukrainians, I told him that this is not true, he di--dnt

• argue with me on this point. M. said that Mikoyan is . Armenian and that his sons married

Armenian -girls, but he was also a Soviet citizen.„

:After these talks • I 1.1.:.iked him if he had eaten, he said no and we went into the cafeteria

6. At dinner I met a student from Czechoslovakia his name was Andriy,

lay, 'studying 13.11.s5i---ness, 	spilhe

he was from Bratis-

:understood 'Ukrainian, btt

At the:table M. and A..000%0 about

ceIebrii é thethe Soyi,lat eraloass'r,to

said that last

October revolution, he said that on

I started to talk to	 and asked him about life in Czechoslo-

vakia. EesaL that he wants to teaph bussiness when he returns. He

evar heard of-Roh4an

said that in a Coram-un-

Kheollvtc-t•

that I •know about .ithemlnyt sky,

from hiStorY, I said.. , tht Khmel. sin	 "avsky treaty. with Russia, ,eraade,

Ukraine a part od Russia but I s	 hrat



calling ' Uirrai,.-no a part of RusSia;;,I 'Sai—d-...tizat a -MilltarY'.- traaty, never binds a nation

to become a part of another nation. Ne-tAher A. nor N. had any camen.t asked A. what .13

he tOgizt:, •of the chez-A/go in the Hrenlin. He said that he considered" the changes for the„
.	 •

better; but said that Khrbschev, visited' .Gsechoalevald.a not to long•ago, and that there Is

much emotional: attachment to HbrUSeherV* and , catairat say what . the people:; will think of,	 .

the changes. 'During thre conversation A, seemed not at ease with the presence of N.

asked A. how come he came to the U.S. to study, he said that he wanted to study in th

USSR,but was not accepted,, he commented that it "was easier to study in the U.S. than In

the US'SR,;• N0 	lac why the Russian institute in Columbia University, is called the
.	 .

'.11tissi4n. ìnSti:-6,tatel and not the Institute for Soviet Union Studies. I told him that I

dont knew I said that it is the rzein n*at. In..the USSR that because of the policy
drawing tcgeth./er of nations, which is another 	fo Russification, such mistakes are

made. I said that IX the USSR tried to convince the west that. it a- ia.a Unien,. and nojv say,

that it is Russia,the misconceptio,-ns woad change. M. started to argue that the fault

lies in the west, and the USSR cannot change this situation, I said tlia t the del,-iberate

policy of Russification in the Ukraine is very evident, I mentioned the fact that in the•

bigger cities, there are newspapers . in Russian and Ukrainian an,-d that usually the cir-

culation Of th/e Russian paper is treater, 11, did not answer tbis he said that the Russian

language is the language that unites all the republics into a Soviet Union, and that it is

very practical to be able to go to Armenia, for 'a Russian and to be able to understand

other people. I said that lzhis does not excuse the policy of Russi.fication At this point

we finished eating and went upstairs in th-e loby. I promised M 	 I would find him

some good books on labor, and a few booklets and give them to him soon, he was very pleati,

ad and we parted.


